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Committed to the future of farming

By Jane Cardillo
David Hyink is as comfortable in the boardroom
as he isin the barn.

When the 35-year-old father of three isn’t busy rais-
ing 150,000 chickens with his brother, Eric, at their
farm near Ponoka, he works for organizations dealing
with livestock care.

Hyink is chairman of Alberta Farm Animal Care
(AFAC),an association that promotes the responsible
and humane treatment of animals within the livestock
industry. He also sits on the National Farm Animal
Care Council, where he represents the Alberta, Sas-
katchewan, Manitoba and Ontario farm animal care
groups. Aswell, Hyink serves asthe Alberta Alternate
Director to the Chicken Farmers of Canada.

Add to that his role as a director on The Alberta
Chicken Producers board and his plate is full.

“I enjoy the combination,” says Hyink, who lives on
the farm with his wife, Sharlene, and children, Justin,
seven, Travis, five, and Kristen, four. “It’s a good bal-
ance.”

And it’s a life Hyink knows he was destined to lead.
“I grew up on the farm,” he says. “There’s farming in
my blood and this is something I’ve always wanted
todo.”

After graduating from university and spending a few
years away from agriculture, he returned 10 years ago
to the chicken operation his parents started in 1976.
“I had an opportunity to come home and buy into the
farm,” he says.

Since then, he and Eric have grown the business to
six barns, ranging in size from 10,000 square feet to
more than 20,000 square feet where the chickens they
raise remain until they reach their market weight of
about 2.4 kilograms.

“Since we’ve taken over, the operation has doubled
in size from what it was originally,” Hyink says.

Which keeps the brothers hopping.

A good part of Hyink’s day is spent ensuring the
birds’ needs are met — feeding, lighting, watering and
ventilation systems must be kept in top running order,
and he walks through the barns to check the chickens
every day.

It takes about 40 days — or six weeks — for the birds

to reach their adult weight. After they’re shipped to
market, the entire barn undergoes a thorough clean-
ing and disinfecting before the next batch of chicks
arrives.

“The birds live in an optimal environment where
their temperature is optimized as far as comfort and
their diet is optimized so they have all the nutrition
they need,” he says.

Despite the long hours he putsin on the farm, Hyink
has a strong commitment to his work on the board.
“As farmers, we have a good news story to tell con-
sumers and people who aren’t from the farm,” he says.
“The animal care organizations I'm involved with are
actively working to improve welfare.

“These are actual organizations that go out and do
work and have the goal to constantly be doing a bet-
ter job. And if that’s the focus, that’s what attracts me
toit.”

He points to some of the livestock industry’s achieve-
ments. “Through Alberta Farm Animal Care we have
worked with the government on getting probably the
best legislation in the country in Alberta for animal
protection,” Hyink says.

Other steps have been taken as well to promote
responsible care practices of the livestock industry.
“We’ve done a lot of work in different care and han-
dling projects,” Hyink says. “We have livestock han-
dling for youth programs for 4-H and high school stu-
dents, we work on getting curriculum on animal care
into vet schools and universities and encourage the
livestock industry to bring in animal welfare speakers
and researchers.”

The farming community has a duty to ensure the re-
sponsible care of animals, says Hyink. “We do a good
job and I think that’s something we can talk about and
be proud of. When people do point a finger at the in-
dustry, we have a lot of answers for what we are doing
to ensure the well being of our animals.”

It all adds up to a positive future for farming, an in-
dustry that may one day include the next generation of
Hyinks. “My kids have wanted to be everything from
a doctor to a hockey player, but chicken farmer does
come in there sometimes,” he says. “There’s definitely
an interest from my two boys to be on the farm.”

David Hyink says farming is in his blood. He spends long hours working on the family farm, and is also committed to his work with
several organizations that make a difference in the livestock industry.



