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Committed to the future of farming

Because you 
asked...

Federal regulation determines the standards for egg size and quality.  The Canada 
Agriculture Products Act provides detailed information on what can go into an 
egg carton and how the nutrition information must be measured.  Eggs are sized 
by weight. All the eggs in one carton may not be the exact same size, but they 
are within a specifi c weight range.  You are right in saying that the size of the 
egg changed over the years, although, the weight remains the same.  Therefore, 
the egg is a bit smaller, but not the content of it [this is also due to the feed].
For more information about eggs, check out the website at www.eggs.ab.ca.

Do you have questions about what you’ve 
read today, or about Alberta’s livestock 
industry in general?

E-mail us at:
info@whatsonyourplate.ca

or mail to:

Enter online for a chance to 
win one of 48 agriculture 

prize packs or a $100 Sobey’s 
gift certifi cate!

Your questions answered online at

www.whatsonyourplate.ca
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David Hyink says farming is in his blood. He spends long hours working on the family farm, and is also committed to his work with 
several organizations that make a difference in the livestock industry.

• That many research studies have shown 
that improved animal handling 
reduces stress for animals and people 
and results in higher quality food 
products?

• That it is much easier to ensure each 
animal gets the right food, clean water, and 
general care in a barn?

• That many farmers have an alarm 
system built into their barn control panel. 
If there’s a problem, such as the power going 
off, the alarm calls the house or pages 
the farmer?

• That Alberta Farm Animal Care 
has developed an information 
booklet to help address consumer 
questions? To download the PDF of this 
brochure, visit www.whatsonyourplate.ca or 
www.afac.ab.ca. 

• That although farms and ranches are 
getting larger, they are still operated 
with the same care, commitment and values 
of the generations of farmers that 
came before us?

• That there are many people with full-
time careers in farm animal care? 
Specialists dedicate their lives to improve 
humane handling for farm animals, on the 
farm, on the truck and all the way through the 
food chain.

• That livestock animals have 
continuous access to clean water?

• That in addition to their husbandry 
skills, producers also have many sources 
of information to help them deliver high 
quality animal care such as codes of 
practice?

?Did You 
Know?

By Jane Cardillo

David Hyink is as comfortable in the boardroom 
as he is in the barn.

When the 35-year-old father of three isn’t busy rais-
ing 150,000 chickens with his brother, Eric, at their 
farm near Ponoka, he works for organizations dealing 
with livestock care.

Hyink is chairman of Alberta Farm Animal Care 
(AFAC), an association that promotes the responsible 
and humane treatment of animals within the livestock 
industry. He also sits on the National Farm Animal 
Care Council, where he represents the Alberta, Sas-
katchewan, Manitoba and Ontario farm animal care 
groups. As well, Hyink serves as the Alberta Alternate 
Director to the Chicken Farmers of Canada. 

Add to that his role as a director on The Alberta 
Chicken Producers board and his plate is full.

“I enjoy the combination,” says Hyink, who lives on 
the farm with his wife, Sharlene, and children, Justin, 
seven, Travis, five, and Kristen, four. “It’s a good bal-
ance.”

And it’s a life Hyink knows he was destined to lead. 
“I grew up on the farm,” he says. “There’s farming in 
my blood and this is something I’ve always wanted 
to do.”

After graduating from university and spending a few 
years away from agriculture, he returned 10 years ago 
to the chicken operation his parents started in 1976. 
“I had an opportunity to come home and buy into the 
farm,” he says.

Since then, he and Eric have grown the business to 
six barns, ranging in size from 10,000 square feet to 
more than 20,000 square feet where the chickens they 
raise remain until they reach their market weight of 
about 2.4 kilograms.

 “Since we’ve taken over, the operation has doubled 
in size from what it was originally,” Hyink says.

Which keeps the brothers hopping.
A good part of Hyink’s day is spent ensuring the 

birds’ needs are met – feeding, lighting, watering and 
ventilation systems must be kept in top running order, 
and he walks through the barns to check the chickens 
every day.

 It takes about 40 days – or six weeks – for the birds 

to reach their adult weight. After they’re shipped to 
market, the entire barn undergoes a thorough clean-
ing and disinfecting before the next batch of chicks 
arrives.

 “The birds live in an optimal environment where 
their temperature is optimized as far as comfort and 
their diet is optimized so they have all the nutrition 
they need,” he says.

Despite the long hours he puts in on the farm, Hyink 
has a strong commitment to his work on the board. 
“As farmers, we have a good news story to tell con-
sumers and people who aren’t from the farm,” he says. 
“The animal care organizations I’m involved with are 
actively working to improve welfare.

“These are actual organizations that go out and do 
work and have the goal to constantly be doing a bet-
ter job. And if that’s the focus, that’s what attracts me 
to it.”

He points to some of the livestock industry’s achieve-
ments. “Through Alberta Farm Animal Care we have 
worked with the government on getting probably the 
best legislation in the country in Alberta for animal 
protection,” Hyink says.

Other steps have been taken as well to promote 
responsible care practices of the livestock industry. 
“We’ve done a lot of work in different care and han-
dling projects,” Hyink says. “We have livestock han-
dling for youth programs for 4-H and high school stu-
dents, we work on getting curriculum on animal care 
into vet schools and universities and encourage the 
livestock industry to bring in animal welfare speakers 
and researchers.”

The farming community has a duty to ensure the re-
sponsible care of animals, says Hyink. “We do a good 
job and I think that’s something we can talk about and 
be proud of. When people do point a finger at the in-
dustry, we have a lot of answers for what we are doing 
to ensure the well being of our animals.”

It all adds up to a positive future for farming, an in-
dustry that may one day include the next generation of 
Hyinks. “My kids have wanted to be everything from 
a doctor to a hockey player, but chicken farmer does 
come in there sometimes,” he says. “There’s definitely 
an interest from my two boys to be on the farm.”

Here’s the rules:
1. Every two weeks, we’ll publish a clue as to which 
website you’ll find a Smart car graphic.

2. Decipher the clue and surf the appropriate web-
site.

3. Find the Smart car, and tell us what web page (or 
exact URL) it’s on.

4. E-mail your response to info@whatsonyourplate.
ca. 

Each month, two finalists will be selected and will 
receive a unique model Smart car. At the end of the 
year, these finalists will be invited to an event and one 
lucky consumer will get to drive the Smart car for a 
year!

This week’s clue:

Are you getting enough dairy? 
Canada’s Food Guide recommends two to three serv-
ings a day! Learn all about dairy products by watching 
the Bles Wold Dairy video at www.whatsonyourplate.
ca. Then click on the dairy commodity website link 
– surf the site for the animated Smart car and enter 
for your chance to win the use of your own Smart car 
for a year! 

1.

2.

4.

3.

a one-year lease on a Smart car

Get Smart
about

For full contest details, visit whatsonyourplate.ca

Win!

Join Daniel Smart at whatsonyourplate.ca 
as he travels the province to meet Alberta’s 
livestock producers.

Prize not exactly as illustrated

Years ago we got our eggs from farmers. Those eggs were 
much larger. Is it because the laying hens are smaller? 


